
 

February 10, 2020  

 

Greetings from the East Coast! 

 

Board members Lynne Klemke (chair) and Karen Anderson are with me in 

Washington, DC for the Association of Community College Trustees (ACCT) 

National Legislative Summit.  We are joining colleagues from across Nebraska and 

the nation for a focus on federal advocacy.  While in attendance, we will learn 

more about current legislative issues and participate in networking opportunities.   

 

On Wednesday morning, we are hosting another Retiree Conversation and Coffee 

session.  Unfortunately, because of my commitments in Washington, DC, I will be 

unable to attend this gathering.  While our timing is difficult, it is important for us 

to remain engaged with our former faculty and staff.  Many thanks to Mary 

Sheffield for assuring that we do so! 

 

Last week, we held a Mock Visit for the upcoming Higher Learning Commission 

(HLC) accreditation team visit later this semester.  Thank you so much for 

participating in this important process.  While we definitely still have some work to 

do in a few areas, it was so gratifying to hear the level of commitment that you 

have for our students and for our institution.  We are anxiously awaiting written 

feedback from the team, which should be delivered to us this week. 

 

Many of you participated in the special institutional culture session hosted by our 

visit team.  Afterwards, several of your comments were passed along to us.  As a 

direct result of this activity, two special listening sessions have been arranged for 

Friday, February 14th.  The first will be exclusively for staff and the second will be 

reserved for faculty.  Both sessions are drop-in and semi-private.  Time and 

location for each will be announced soon.  If you are comfortable with this format, 

please feel free to come and spend a few minutes with me.  If you are not able to 

attend, please know that there will be other opportunities to share your insights.  

My goal is to continue listening and learning as we move into the future together.   

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 


