
 

February 17, 2020  

 

Happy Presidents Day! 

 

Thank you to the many faculty and staff members who gave me a few minutes of 

their time last Friday.  The listening sessions were well-attended and the feedback 

shared with me has been invaluable.  The more time we spend together, the clearer 

it is to me that we are ready to move forward.  My apologies to those of you who 

work remotely.  Future visits could be enhanced by either travel or technology 

assistance.  In the meantime, comments can always be sent to me electronically. 

 

The third Wednesday of the month is upon us, so it is time for another meeting of 

the Western Community College Area (WCCA) Board.  In addition to approval of 

Board committee assignments, this month also brings the naming of a new Board 

member for District 1.  Replacing the service of retiring member Dr. Merlyn 

Gramberg is no easy task.  We attracted many strong candidates and the person 

selected by the Board will serve through the expiration of this term, which is 2022. 

 

We recently signed an agreement with Chadron State College (CSC) to work 

cooperatively together on pathways for Elementary Education and Business 

Administration.  Students completing their first two years with us will be able to 

seamlessly transition to CSC to complete the final two years for a baccalaureate 

degree.  To assure a 2+2 approach is followed, we will likely co-enroll students 

seeking these pathways.  We plan to develop cohorts at all three of our campuses, 

with a goal of ten students at each site.  This would provide 60 full-time 

equivalents (FTE) for us, but much more importantly, this action provides service. 

 

The faculty and student representatives on the WCCA Board will have an 

opportunity to provide verbal reports this week.  This is a new and very welcome 

addition for us.  As will become our custom, we will also hold an Open Forum 

session following the Board meeting – this time scheduled on Thursday afternoon.  

We will have coffee, snacks and conversation.  Please join us if you are available. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 


