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April 27, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

We have anticipated this day for a very long time now and it has finally arrived.  This is our time to shine.  

When you visit with our Higher Learning Commission (HLC) team, please remember our mission and show 

them the pride that I know you feel for Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC).  Remember what 

we do, why we exist and, most importantly, who we serve.  Thank you for zooming into our preparation 

sessions last week.  We had over 70 participants in the staff session, 30 in the faculty session, and nearly 70 

in our final, joint session late on Friday afternoon.  Without a doubt, we are ready for this visit.  My best 

advice is to be authentic and enjoy the experience!   

 

Last Thursday, John Marrin and Kathy Ault spent time visiting with representatives from the Faculty 

Association. Joining John and Kathy were Andrew Lenzen, Doug Jones, Aletia Norwood, Deb Kildow, 

Scott Winters and Jon Leever.  Discussions of our upcoming pandemic recovery steps were begun, with a 

special focus on our Career and Technical programs.  Additional meetings with more faculty members are 

planned.  While many details still remain unclear and future impacts are unknown, we remain committed to 

working together through these challenges.  Thank you, Doug, for keeping minutes of this first conversation.   

 

Last week, Information Technology Director Loren Moench met with the four vice presidents, Kathy Ault, 

and me on two occasions.  He shared project updates and we reviewed the much-anticipated Information 

Technology Strategic Plan, which was produced with the assistance of our consultant, BerryDunn.  Just a 

few minor tweaks were suggested.  When finalized, this plan will be shared with you and with the Board of 

Governors.  Remember, this is only part of the institutional review that was undertaken by consultants 

during our leadership transition.  All of the resulting reports, along with any feedback we receive from HLC, 

will inform our planning processes not only for the coming academic year, but also for many years to come. 

 

This week, we are officially announcing our renewed relationship with Chadron State College (CSC), coined 

the Panhandle Advantage.  Thank you to everyone who participated in solidifying this critical partnership.  

In addition, we are touting SummerFree, which has been assisting students for many years.  These initiatives 

give us a competitive edge, but more importantly, they also provide great opportunities for our communities. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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