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May 4, 2020  

 

Happy May! 

 

Before we move into a new month and the next chapter at Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC), 

it is important for us to celebrate our recent Higher Learning Commission (HLC) milestone.  Everyone 

worked so hard in preparation for this visit.  In reality, though, you did this for our communities and for the 

students we serve, not for HLC.  Thank you for your outstanding participation and authenticity.  Let’s find 

a way to celebrate together in the post-pandemic, not-too-distant future. 

 

Please join me in congratulating Janice Judy, Nursing Instructor, on her upcoming retirement.  In her letter, 

Jan noted that she is excited about her impending retirement, but that she will certainly miss her students and 

her coworkers.  Thank you, Jan, for giving us time to find a way to carry forward.  It is clear that this 

position is critical to our program and we are planning to conduct a search to fill this unanticipated vacancy.   

 

Following months of consideration, we are eliminating the Alliance Campus Director position at the end 

June.  Many thanks to Ellen Dillon for serving in an interim capacity in Alliance while also continuing in her 

Associate Dean role.  Starting in July, she will return to a singular position and we will take a new approach 

to our operations in both Alliance and Sidney.  Rather than utilizing a campus director model, we plan to 

more fully integrate our staff across the institution.  The executive director role currently filled by Paula 

Abbott in Sidney will expand in scope to serve Sidney, Alliance and the entire Panhandle, reporting directly 

to me.  The presence we have in Alliance and Sidney is critical to our future and it is my expectation that 

senior leadership and others will spend more time building relationships across our service area.  Thank you 

to the faculty and staff who visited with me last Thursday regarding this upcoming transition.   

 

On Saturday, nearly three hundred students will join the Cougar alumni family as graduates, right on 

schedule.  Special packages containing a tassel, an alumni pin, a program, a flat Buddy, a diploma cover and 

a surprise slider box were sent to the candidates.  The box invited recipients to our virtual ceremony and at 

the appointed hour, we will launch a video.  Thank you to our Marketing Department for organizing this 

montage, which features scripted footage from over thirty of our faculty and staff members.  Please watch 

with us on Saturday.  In addition, these graduates have been invited to return for our 2021 Commencement 

Exercises, with all the customary pomp-and-circumstance.  There really is no substitute and these graduates 

deserve an opportunity to celebrate in full tradition with us, if they so choose. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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