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Wow, it’s June! 

 

Last Thursday, we received word that our Medical Laboratory Technician program has been awarded initial 

accreditation through the National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Science (NAACLS) through 

April 2025.  Resulting from a site visit this past fall, this is a mark of excellence for Western Nebraska 

Community College (WNCC) and a testimonial to the dedicated, hard work of Dr. Mwafaq Haji, who leads 

this program.  Please join me in congratulating Dr. Haji on this accomplishment!   

 

For now, our doors remain locked to the general public.  In addition to virtual appointments, we are also 

accepting appointments to meet in-person with prospective and continuing students.  While this provides 

limited protection to our staff, it also limits access to our community.  As a community college, our mission 

is to serve each and every community member, including those who are unsure and those who are 

spontaneous.  To meet our mission, we plan to provide limited drop-in services soon.  Our goal is to unlock 

the front door on Monday, June 15th.  This gives us two weeks to assess our ability to accomplish this goal 

and to prepare for it.  We believe this can be done without requiring all staff to report on-site.  Your voice 

will assist us in shaping our approach to opening our doors, so please articulate your questions or concerns. 

 

As you know, Information Technology (IT) Director Loren Moench presented the IT Strategic Plan to our 

Board a few weeks ago.  This plan was written collaboratively with our consultant, BerryDunn, and it 

provides a robust road map for us to follow.  Vice President Bill Knapper will work with our IT department 

to assure we move forward according to this plan, which is now posted on our website. 

 

We are still waiting to receive an official report from our Higher Learning Commission (HLC) virtual visit, 

but as you know, our recent opportunity to correct errors-of-fact gave us a glimpse into the results.  Last 

week, we proposed tentative dates for the required follow-up site visit with Dr. Freeze and Dr. Derden and, 

if conditions permit, they plan to join us on September 14-15.  In preparation for this visit, we will submit a 

brief (less than twenty page) institutional update.  A team, including Norman Coley, Patrick Forney, Brian 

Croft, Kim Reichert and me, met last Friday to begin focusing on items to include in this report.  Our top 

priorities are our pandemic response, our recent institutional reorganization, and our continued progress on 

assessment.  A draft of this report will be shared internally with you prior to submission.  If you have 

suggestions, please send them to one of these committee members. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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https://www.wncc.edu/about-wncc/leadership/leadership-pdfs/it-strategic-plan-2020-2025.pdf

